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simple flat leg is screwed into each of three faces ; at 
the top, fasten a round disk one and a-half inches 
thick, into the edge of this bore a dozen holes, into 
these fit the pretty but common Japanese fan, cost- 
ing about five cents each ; do not make the holes so 
tight that the fans cannot be removed if desired ; 
finish the wood-work with black shellac, well rub- 
bed down, and you will have a pleasing and handy 
little affair, besides being a neat and desirable way 
of disposing of these useful little 
articles, which oftentimes have 
no resting-place, and are gene- 
rally conspicuous by their ab- 
sence when wanted. 

A few words here regarding 
the arrangement of this most 
pleasing of Nineteenth Century 
luxuries ; in by-gone days it was 
the custom to furnish a room to 
one common centre, this being 
marked by the table and the 
chairs ; but since the introduction 
of the screen all this has been 
changed, and large parlors and 
sitting rooms are now divided 
by this means into a number of 
social centres and cosy corners, 
that could not be attainable by 
any other resources ; the cosy 
corner by the fireside, as suggest- 
ed by sketch 4, is capable of 
being made very homelike and 
, cheerful in the largest and most 
awkward of rooms ; and at the 
door, no pleasanter sentinel 
couljd meet our view, inspiring 
by its pleasing suggestion of mys- 
tery, a certain feeling of awe, 
ere we enter the sacred precinct 
of the domestic hearth ; this in 
no way confines itself to the door 
or fireplace alone, but a deep 
window recess may by its aid be 
transformed into a cozy little 
"Boudoir," enclosing an arm 
chair, writing desk, work stand, 
and a small shelf to hold a few 
favorite books, where many quiet 
hours may be spent, or a favorite 
visitor entertained. 

Having suggested some sim- 
ple way of accomplishing some 
good results for those whose taste is good, and 
with a genuine love for beautiful things, but who 
lack art knowledge, and where ability to execute 
is limited ; I cannot resist the desire to talk 
awhile to those whose artistic ability enables them 
to obtain good results in some of the higher 
branches of decoration, both in embroidery and 
oils ; and of this class I know there are many in 
the homes throughout the country. 

Needlework forms no unimportant feature in the 



home decoration of to-day, and almost any one 
with a little practice and care can do the simple 
outline stitch that results in so pretty and neat an 
effect. Patterns for this work are readily obtained 
and transferred to the cloth, a pretty suggestion 
for a simple single screen is an ecru linen canvas, 
set in a light ebony frame with gold beading inside, 
oh this is embroidered in outlining stitch of red 
silk, a few graceful little Greenaway figures scat- 




is readily made in this simple manner. A very 
showy design is a clematis worked upon a panel 
of olive satin, with a honeysuckle and a brilliant 
crimson hollyhock upon the remaining panels, 
making a very acceptable three-fold screen. The 
silks used in embroidering the flowers themselves 
should be of the natural colors, while the leaves 
and stems may be worked in the shaded green 
crewels. 

Every one has bits of brightly 
colored silk, or satin, or velvet, 
and if they are arranged taste- 
fully, patch-work fashion, they 
may be made to look very hand- 
some over an ordinary ebonized 
frame, the frame of a clothes- 
horse, for instance, cut down a 
little, possibly. 

I will make a few sugges- 
tions next month about those 
screens that are capable of more 
elaborate and richer decoration. 



tered hap-hazard over the surface ; and another for 
a lady who is artistic with her needle, the same 
screen frame may be filled with a panel of dark 
red plush, surrounded by a two inch band of 
bronze olive of same material, upon this crossing 
both the colors, arrange snowballs and dog roses, 
mixed with roses of a lighter shade, of the back- 
ground, all should be easy in treatment and out- 
lined in gold. A very pretty and handy little 
screen to place "between the candle and the eye," 



Dining Boom Decoration.— The Lon- 
don Furniture Gazette, in describing the 
the new Holbom restaurant, says : " The 
ceiling is a flat dome, painted blue, with 
gold stars spread over, and with a clus- 
tered electro sun-burner in the centre, 
from which emerge straight and snaky 
rays of raised gold. Under the dome 
is a blue and gold frieze, on which are 
depicted the twelve signs of the zodiac, 
both astronomically and pictorially. The 
walls are panelled, with pale red 6tyles 
on which are deep red lines; and the 
panels are bordered with gold framing, 
on which is stencilled black block orna- 
ment. The wall-panels themselves have 
a bright blue ground, with white and 
gold ornament painted on, and this orna- 
ment is outlined in deep blue. In the 
centre of each of these panels is a small 
oblong panel, containing either painted 
flower groups or figure subjects repre- 
senting the six Masonic virtues— Tem- 
perance, Prudence, Fortitude, Fidelity, 
Obedience and Secrecy. In this room 
are several small recesses decorated to 
correspond with the walls, and orna- 
mented with Ionic columns painted deep 
red, with gold lineation on them. The 
cornice between the capitals of the 
columns and the frieze of the dome is 
principally of white and gold, relieved with red pater® 
and red inscriptions. There are two bold stained-glass 
windows in this masonic room painted with figure- 
subjects— Benevolence and Charity— in pale warm tones. 
Benevolence is represented as knocking off the manacles 
of the slave, and Charity as tending little children. 
The doors and windows are of American walnut, molded 
but not enriched, of good workmanship and color. There 
is a blue dado with a Pompeian red skirting and eur- 
base. The floor is of mosaic marble planned to suit the 
room." 
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